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Five Valleys Law

Attn: Cassie Dellwo

1410 S. Reserve 5t, Suite C
Missoula, MT 59801

RE: Project Assessments

Dear Cassie,

Thank you for the copy of the 1928 contract entered into by the Districts. This is the continuing
obligation of the Districts. This obligation meets the requirements of 85-7-2104 as the
obligation of the contract is an expense of each district and therefore assessable.

| find no language in the MWRPA Act or in the HB 262 compact bill and compact that voids or
negates the contract obligations. | did find added authority in the contract for management
input by the Districts that MWRPA may have voided.

The court record for approval in 1929 has not been located but per MCA 85-7-1957, the 1950
supplement and contract was approved by the Districts Court as required. A copy of that order
is attached for you.

The issue of management, ownership and repair and replacement of what are all still
unanswered. Regardless, the contracts and no withdrawal of the same indicate the Districts are
still obligated to collect and pay the fees.

This may be why MWRPA at section 7h provides the way BIA collects assessments does not
change.

It is delightful that the contract provides for full and free access to project books and office
records (paragraph 22),



It also acknowledges that part of the purpose of District formation was payment of charges
{paragraph 4) and acknowledges at paragraph 5 the districts participation and advice and
recommendations voluntarily or at the Secretary’s request.

Perhaps this will helg the Districts find a better path forward.

e Commissioners
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